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Corfu meeting aims to bring clarity
on CAP reform debate

Clearer suggestions for compromise over the FEuropean
Commission's proposals for CAP reform should be taking shape
by the time EU farm ministers fly back from an informal
meeting taking place this weekend and early next week.

As delegations prepared this week
to sample the Greek presidency's
hospitality in Corfu, they knew that
a hard look at some concrete ideas
of how reform can work would also
be helpful in the next few days if a
compromise is to be agreed by the
planned deadline of the end of June,

“This week onwards is when
things start to happen,” a Brussels-
based diplomat told Agra Furope.

“Ministers have set out their stalls.
It's really only now that they're
starting to negoliate properly.”

Member states are  therefore
hoping that ideas
only sketched out
thus far will begin
to take the form of papers for
perusal,

A 'high-level group' is now
assisting with the deliberations over
CAP reform  taking place at
ministerial and specialist level, but
after this weekend farm ministers are
scheduled to meet only twice more
beiore the June deadline (at “formal®
Councils on May 26-27 and Jupe 11-
12).

Failure to strike a deal by the end
of the Greek presidency would rajse
the praspect of ongoing confusion in

Countdown to
end-June full

Www.agra-net.com
Daily Online News Updates - Onfine Every Week - Aora Europe Onfine Archive

the EU's internal farm policy when
the Union has its next high-level
agricultural talks with WTO partners
in Cancun in September,

Livestock at core of debate

Any discussion in Corfu of how to
make the Commission's reform
proposals more palatable may well
turn on the thorny issue of livestock
aids, especially in the context of
‘decoupling” future subsidies from
production,

With only four member states
standing squarely behind
the Commission’s drive for
decoupling  (the

proposals actually include
ongoing output-linked payments for
some commodities such as rice and
durum wheat), recourse to some sort
of ‘partial’ model now seems
inevitable,

One of the main concerns has
been that the EU's beef herd will
shrink substantially if cattle farmers
no longer have to keep animals in
order to draw their subsidies,
because of the shift in profit margins
per head.

(Continued on page FP/2)
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Federacion Aragonesa de Municipios y Provincias

El Gobierno modifica en el Senado
la reforma de la financiacion local

Ha introducido enmiendas para compensar econdmicamente la pérdida de recursos por la précfica supresién
del IAE, mas bonificaciones para quienes sigan pagando ese impuesto y retoques en la aplicacion del 1B

La definitiva aprobacion en el Se- i o 7 (Wil |
nade de la Ley de reforma de la : i (1]
Ley Reguladora de las Haciendas ] .

. Lay it~ |

Locales ha pausado cusi inadvertida
para los medies de comunicacion
v para la apinidn piblica, En la se-
sion del 12 de diciembre, el grupo
_ih1r|i|[1]-:.'|][:irli1 ;’!-npll':.’n' .'I'III'|,IL|I,||(:I
ung serie de enmiendas gue basi-
camente recopen los  aspecios
acordados por los ministros de Ha-
cienda v Administracionss Publ-
cas con ln FEMP

La nueva Lev establece compensa-
ciones ceonomicis por la suprasion
del [AE a la practica wialidad de
contribuyentes, nuevas bomficacio-
nes par guienes lodavia deban pa-
gar- el impuesto v oretoques en lu
aphicacion del [BI que abren la po-
sitalidad de {ijur upos ditercntes de-
pendiendo del uso de los edificios

-

Paginas 4, 5 v Editoriad Lo Ejecutiva de la FAMP invité o Benito Ros a su reunién del 2 de diciembre.
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Kl desacoplamiento de ayudas, en el punto
de mira de la Reforma de la PAC

caotip parcce la Conuswn

Europen insiste on su idey

de gue o Refurma de L
AL se upruche antes del verano
Lt isa serta que en el Consejo
i vy se dprobaran odos [os
puntos pendientes de Lo presi
denen distinnos de b relormo, v
vue el Consego de junio se dedi
cur monoarificuente o i Re
Farma de o PAC con cardcler
decisono, Lo aprobacion antes
el veruno seri funckamiental de
i iosu posible aphicacion par
[ sipuiente companu.

Hay muchos punios conllictivos
e Ju propuesin de reforma de
PAL, pero de todos elios ol prin-
cipal es el desacoplamiento de
Lis ayvuclus. Es decin el hacer gue
Las ayudas agrarias sean inde-
pendicntes de ln produccian
de los fuctores de produceion:
superficie sembrada o nomern
de cabesis de vanudn,

Chiclit ver crece mads i ides de
que el posible peverdo estant ¢o
un desucoplumienio parcial. sin
ue esic muy claro en ghe con-
slsle esio exactmenie. Algums
ideas o lus sigienics:

- Dresacoplamiento parcial ex-
cluyendo sectores complilos,
Consiste en dejar Tuer del des-
coplumiento sectores en los gue
suaplicacion resulta mas pro-
blenmitien, como es el caso del
evin o e T leche, Einoeste ey-

guemafos sectores cuya ayudn
resulbse desacoplada lo seria en
suomteeridad v los que no gue-
dariun meas o menos come kst
aliorit,

= Desivoplamiento parcial en ca-
dha sector. Se wrataria de dar ung
parte de L ayuda acoplada o o
]—‘|'I'?l||||Ll_'|.1||'| [} |\I-\. laclores li_ll._'
produceion, igual gue hasta aho-
rus v ol parfe desacoplada se-
win el esguema de ly propoesta
de b Comisidn. Es idea tiene
un meonveniente Tundamental

Heca, v que peesistivian Tos re-
gpuisites v ocontroles aetuukes de
las nyvudas v se anadiriun Olros
nuevos de Lo nueva ayuda (o par-
e} desacopladi,

= Aunbas cosus a ln vez, Bs decir.
eacluir los sectores problemdti-
cos del desacoplumiento, ¥ que
los que permanceean dentmo seqn

desucopldos en un porcemaye,
e el suinteeridad

- Desacoplamiento parcial de
porcentape varable: EL evenigl
despeoplamicnty parcial dentrn
e cada sector puede ser myvor o
menor en funcidn de cuul sea ¢l
porcentaje de la avids acoplady
o despeoplade. Se podrin hacer
un porcentaje [ijo, o un porcen-
taje varable o decidir cada ano
por el Consejo. Incluso se po-
driitestablecer el desacoplamien-
1o pargial para wodos los seciores,
estableciendo pora algunos un
parcentaje del U% die desuen
plamiento,

Este porcentaje se podria variar
cada ano por decision del Con-
sejo sin necesidad de pactar una
nueva relormk, en Tuneidn de las
circunslancias, sobre wdo en bo
e se relicre o lus pesocincinnes
de In OMC, pary ucoplar los wyu-

chis peopladasdidesacopluds o los
cotpremises intermicionales de
Forani automalici, sin necesidud
de pactur nuevas reformis,

Propuesta alemania

Par cjemplo Tn propuesta del ee-
cutive aleniin es desacoplar -
ttlmente los sectores agricolias
Cherbdcens )y solo en un 30%
lus primas de los sectores gaia-
deros: La del borcador de pro-
puesta del Parlmenta conleme-
Pl desucoplir solo los herbi-
ceos e un 3.

El desacoplimientio es con todo
seloun aspecto de L nmbiciosn
reforma imermedsa de o PAC
gue s¢ pretende hacer. El que el
debate se huva polarizado en es-
H cueston no debe hacer ofvidar
fjue existen muchos olros temas
deniro de gstn posible relorma
de L politica aerarmi.

Catalunia, Asturias y Navarra son las CC.A A, con mayor gasto en alimentos

Lm cotialames, los asturmnos
v los navarros son bos ciu-
dudanos que mis pastaron co
alimentacidn en el ais 2002,
tis diz tm 15% por encinia de Lo
media macional, gue fue de
[ 192,23 ¢uros per capita, se-
o fos dutos del Panel de Ali-
mentieron que clobora el Mi-
nisterio de Aorieuliura.

Por el contrarin, los canurios y
las extremenos son los que mie-
nos. gastaron en alimentos para
st consume en el logar, meds de
un E5% menos sobre la media
nacional: seguidos de los mur-
cianos, los andaluces vy los cus-
tellupd-manchegos, con un gas-
W entre un L5 v 10% inferior a
fa mediz,

Los valencimos destinaron un
3% menos de la medi g su oli-
mentacion, mentras gque los ai-
Negos dedicaron drededor de
un 2% mas v les madrilenos,
casi un 3% Con un gasto ente
un 3y un 0% superior a b me-
did, =i situaron los ciodadanos
de Baleares, los castellanoleo-
neses v los arnaoneses,
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Espafia perdié 750.000 animales (-3,2%) en el censo de diciembre

Europech 2003

LA PRODUCCION DE OVINO DE LA UE
EN 2003 CRECE UN +0,3% DE LA MANO
DE LA RECUPERACION BRITANICA

PREVISIONES DE PRODUCCION iNE}EG EMNA BRUTA DE OVING EN LA UE-15
{Dains ¢n miles de cabezns). Fuente: Enrostal

UE-15 Ale Gre Esp

Primer semestre

2002 31351 GR3 4540

103 31L.M5 L] 4281

M35:02 1% -13% 3T% A6
Segumilp semesire

2002 JLEDD 1035 2015

3 3o L0z Lis0

1B LV 5% -L3% +hT% -1.3%
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3% 22% -5EA DA% 23R M9S%

La produccion de carne da ovino
en fa UE-15 a lo largo de este ano
2003 va a mantenerse practicamente
gstable (+0,3%) respecto a la da
2002, cuando retrocedid un -0,7%,
segun las estimaciones de la oficina
comunilaria de Estadisticas Eurostat
en base al Gltimo censa disponible,
el de diciembre de 2002, Sin embar-
go, esta eslabilidad estarda provoca-
da por |a recuperacidn de la produc-
cidn an el Reino Unido, ay que en el
resto de paisés seguiran marcandose
descensos. El incremento britdnico es
también relativo, ya que, a pesar de
aumentar su preduccion en 1,5 millo-
nes de cabezas, seguird estando un
4,5% por debajo de su nivel del afo
2000, o sea, de antes de la afeccidn
de |la fiebre aflosa: entonces, su ca-
bafa ovina era de 28 milones de
animales, mientras que en diciembra
de 2002 quedd ligeramente por de-
bajo de los 25 millones. Delrds, si-
gue Espafa, con 23 millones de ca-
bezas. Los masives sacrificios de
aving (mas de 3 millones de anima-
les) que llevd a cabo el Reino Unido

en &l 2001 han situado-a Espafa
como mayor productar comuniario de
carne de ovino: para el 2003, se pra-
vé una produccion de 20,6 millonas
de animales en Espafa, frente a 16,8
millones en &l Reino Unido. Para
2003, Eurostat prevé una reduceidn
de |a disponibilidad de ganado ovino
para matadero en Espana dal orden
de 600.000 animales respeclo a
2002, |lgualmenie, Italia y Grecia su-
friran también descensos importantes
en sus producciones del 2003
(-400.000 animales, en total), mien-
tras gue los descensos se praven
mas moderados en Alemania, Fran-
cia e Irlanda.

LA INFLUENZA AVIAR SE
EXTIENDE POR EL NORTE DE
EUROPA AL CONFIRMAR
ALEMANIA SU PRIMER FOCO

{(Ver pigina 13}

LA COSECHA DE FRUTOS
DE HUESO DE 2003 BAJARA
CON FUERZA EN TODA LA UE
EXCEPTO EN ESPARNA

La produccién de melocotdn, nec-
tarina y pavia en la UE en |la campa-
fa de 2003 prevé siluarse en
3.021.487 de toneladas, cifra que
reprasenta un descenso del 27% res-
pecto a la precedente de 2002, vy un
retrocaso del 16% en ralacion a la
media de las dltimas cinco campa-
fas (periodo 1997-2001). Estas pre-
visiones han sido presentadas en |a
Alll edicién del Congreso Europech,
celebrado los dias 5 y 6 de mayo en
Paerpifian, con dalos extraidos de las
previsiones nacionales de los princi-
pales paises productores (Espafa,
Italia, Francia v Grecia).

PREVISIONES € COSECHM OE FRUTO DE HUESD EN LA LIE
N L ARG 00, (Fusste Eurpecs 001
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La campana 2003 se inicia mar-
cada por el efecto del frio que se ha
dejado sentir en zonas producioras
de Grecia, Italia v ligeramente en
Francia. En las noches del 7 &l 8 de
abril, una cla de aire frio proveniente
del Moreste provocd un descenso de
las temperaturas de -4 a -5°C, vy
hasta -B® C en algunas zonas, oca-
sionando dafios imporlantes. Asi, Ia
prevision para 2003 apunta colocar-
se ligeramante por encima de los 3
millones de toneladas, siendo Gracia
e ltalia los palses gue mas acusan &l
descenso de cosecha y en menor

(Pasa a lo pdgina 16)
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Chicken supply tightening to provide
support across entire meat complex

| By AOD SMITH
Feedsiuffs St Editor

Chicken storage was the best news
pussthle for the chicken markers Lusg
week — as well as - for the cattle and
hos markets, the lamb mackets, the veal
markets and probably all other markers
thut always are disadvantaged to
chicken's competitiveness In the mor-
ketpsbace,

Ihe chivken mdusiny, with o 23-vear
history ol substantiul - vedr-over-ve
inereases n production, 15 projected 1
dctally decrsase production this vear
ufler experi £ loases ar posr retims
in recent vears (Feedonefs, March 30,
wnck st weeks after nebense of the March
31 cold storuge rodals, observers crepl
nearer to believing that — by golly, no
kidding — i veully will happen.

Chicken integrators began liquidat-
ing the breeder Aock in 2002 and have
been setting fewer-than-year-ngo epgs
and harching and placing fewer-thin-
vear-apo chicks since late last year, and
the report {Table 1, p. 28} showed the
extent 1o which ligquadation has pulled
back live production and mushed dis-
tnbutors into worehouses for frozen.
stored product, acconling o Feedstuffs
SOLINCEs,

Chicken sterage ot the end of March
wiss dowen 200% fromn e end of March
last wear, o change that poultry trade
analyst Gary Lofr said 15 “phenomesal.
It shows thist ithe comipaniesh have hig-
widnied far more of the breeding Flock
than we realized.”

Both categories of chicken were dawn
20% or more, nnd he soid althoush the

Report says world trade
set to grow less than 3%

M By AN ELLIOTT
Feedsiutis Correspondent

In i caunous Torecast, the World Trade
Chraunization said last Wednesday that
elobnl made will nse only slightiy this
year, sxpanding less than 3%, down
sharply fram the 6.7% growth rate ne-
corded m the |99

The trade body warmed that thres =till-
developing factors could clowd even this
growih: the sevene prute respiretony sve-
droime — 5ARS —outbreak that started
m China, fallour from the war in frg
and how the world's govermments sor
st differences over internationzl orga-

mzations ke WTO and (he Umited Nu-
1o
‘Un the osumption that trade arovwth
rermaing westk but positive o the fiest
quares of 2003 and picks ug a4 moeder-
ate Tale therealler — a5 BConomic activ-
Ity strengthens on g worldwide bisiy, —
like year-to-year trade expansion iy ex-
pected 0 be in the mnge of 2-3%. This
rate of trade growil would be less than
the average rte recorded in the [95]157
cconomisis with the trode watchdog re-
portzd in Geneva, Switzerland,
In the longer term, prospects for ke
W p. 4

US. must ‘choose to compete’
to match competitive world

W By MICHAEL HOWIE
Feadstutfs Managing Editar
~ Cargill Ine, isona jIJl.[J'I'II.':f' from hawv-
ing u commodicy, mnsicuon-orientad
mindset 10 being an integrated cos-
tomer-focused, celutionship-based food
products und food services company,
and TS, agriculture will need to do the
same in order 10 compete in the futune,
saxd Warren R. Staley, chief executive
officer of Cargill.

Staley, speakinge at the Matonal Grain
& Feed Azen.'s annual mestng March
27, said changes that have wken place

at Cargillpver the past four years — 1ts
"Strategee Intent” — came sbour be-
cause “we have o firm beliel thot our
industry and trade m foed and agrcul-
tural products are — or arc quickly be-
coming — global.”

He weknowledged thit the company
i5 stall u purchaser of ingredients, but a
the same time, it is becoming a provider
of solutions.

Cargill’s business strategy and frame-
work — its “Stmtegic Action” — s
ahout “crafting customer-Tocwsed solu-

Sterlewi n. 21

“mher chicken™ category looked lurpe,
it acrually is close to tbe historic floor.
Added onto this, he said. is that not
only has adrawdownin stocks cecurred
and not only has the workdown been
50 strong, it comes ot the beginning of
the most active demumd of the vesr for
chicken — the spring-summer grilling,
picoic and vication sexsen. As long ax
companies continue fo contuin produc-
tiom, fe said — and even Tor the chicken
tndustry, rebuilding the breeding flock
will 1ake time — bve and stored sup-
plies will be tight and chicken prices
will be higher than in recent years, cre-
aring a demand and price scenario for
beet and pork thay will Be maore favor

able viv-g-vix chicken than wsuanl,
One of the reasons pork demund has
Livestockd p. 26

Merial to sell
ISA egg layer

breeding business

| By ROD SMITH
Feadstutts Stast Sditor

Mennl efficially anpounced Lost week
an agregmenk fo sell it ver breed-
ing Busingss. [SA, 1o a consertivm led
by Mty Induserie wnd Chiel Pammers.

e announcement sud 1S4, which
includes the historic layver names [SA,
Babcock and Shaver, would he oper-
pted under the company name Institute
de Selection Animale (154, its aripi-
nal corponle name,

The announcement hos been ex-
pected for several months after Mernol's
poulity breeding husiness, Hubbard
18A. decided to focus on chicken and
tuekey misn birds. Details of the agree-
ment were npl refeased, bug the -
nouncement seid the sale should be
completed in a matter of weeks,

[5A will be led by Alain Audobert,
08:C chair who had been chaoir of 184
im the 19705 and 19805, 15A wos a
brown egg layver genetics providar in
the 1970k, and Audobert soquired the
Babcock and Shaver pocls in the early

19805 to ndd white epg lines to the [SA |

porifolio.

I5A then was acquired by Rhone
Poolenc and was combined with
Hubbard when Merck & Ca, and Rhone
Poulene merged their animal health
businesses imo Merial in 1997 and
folded their poultry breeding busi-
nesses into the merger ( Feedsiuffs, July
21, 1997}, Hubbard was the poultry
breeding business of Merck snd in-
cludes the Hubbard chicken and Bnt-
ish United Turkew/British United Tur-
key Amenca (BUT and BUTA) turkey
meat lines.

1SA"s brands are recognized for im-
partant fayer fras, as well o5 crosses
designed especially for free-mnge pro-
ducrion.

Audnberr aid he is Inokine forward

Lot cnside News. oo
Process control

initiative on hold

Following resistance by indusiry, the
American Associntion of Feed
Control Officials has withdrawn o
draft document relating to fesd
process controfs and hes appointed o
group to address o series of questions

| “relating 10 process controls submimed
by Mdustry organizations. Page 4,

| Bird movement restricted
Stace and federal vetennarians

| continue (o make house calls in the EI
Paso, Texas, area o exumineg sick

| birds and inspect flocks. but as of
April 17, no additionnl cases of exetic
Neweastle disease had been con-
firmed, Page 4.

COOL burdensome

PS04, dioes not support the country-
el-arigin labeling (COOL) Law
because of the “hurden™ it will force
om the entire. meat prodoction svstem,
petentinl adverse fmpmct on trade and
uintended consequences thar could
be sigpificant. Page 3,

Salmonella incidence
reduced in meat, poultry
Data recently released by LSDA'S
Food Safety & Inspection Service
show that overall, the resulatory
sumpling prevalence of <almonella in
mw meat and poultey conunues o
decreave. Poge 5.

Business

Tyson to close complex
Tvson Foods Inc. snnounced las:
week plans 10 begin closing down 11z
chicken complex operating our of
Berlin, Md., and to halt opembions in
the fourth guarter of this vear. Page 6.

Agway explores options

remaining businesses
Agway Incoannounced that, as part of
the bankruptey process, it has begun
explonng the potentinl sole-of each of
its rernaining businesses while also
examining other strategic oppomuni-
lies that may result in greater valoe
for Agway's creditors. Poge 7.

Swine Nufrition & Health

Carnitine and the carcass
Al Eansas State's 2002 Swine Day, a
series of research studies were
presented that exemined the effect of
camitine and ractopamine supple-
mentation an growth performance and
careass chamcteristics. Page 9.

- Markets
Soyvbeans soured
by competition

Soybean markets endured o reversal
nt_' formne fase week, a5 futures sunk
after a sharp spike upwaerd before
Easter. Page 25,

- Eggs fall 10 cents

Eegs fell 10 cents in typical pfter-
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Supplemental spending bill included
‘fix’ for organic livestock industry

B By SALLY SCHUFF
Feadstults Washington Editar

WASHINGTON, B.C, — A major
peoblem in the crgamc livestock 1ndus-
try was fixed when President George
Bush signed the $79 hillion supple-
meniary spending bl lnst week 10 pay
foor the lrag war,

The bill mcluded, among issues un-
related o the war, 4 provision overtum-
g & new legislative loophaole that un-
dermined the feeding requirsments for
organically praduced Livestock and
livestock produoces:

The President’ s action came after both
the House and the Senate aereed to oust
a provision passed in Februacy that lib-
eralized the orgenic livestock feed rule.
That provision, sought by Rep, Nathan
Deal (R Ga )t benefit Ficldale Farms

in hix district, caused & firestorm of con-
troversy in the orgamc movement and
drew harsh criticism from food compa-
nies marketing new arganic food
brands.

Deal’s language, wntten o federal
law as pan of the February omnaibus
government spending bill, wllnwed or-
zame livestock and pooliey producers
o circumyent the LS, Department of
Agriculiure's nattonal organic stan-
ihards, Under the Deal provistons, thes
could have used conventional feeds in
the event of shortages of orzumic feed.

Sen. Parrick Leahy (03, Vi) called she
repeal of the controversial bvestock
feed provision “a watershed victory for
organic producers and their new and
growwing industry,”

Leaby. who fiest introduced legiska-

Pfizer finishes merger;
to sell mastitis products

W By ROD SMITH
Feedstutts StaH Editor

Plizer Inc. and Pharmacia Corp
mierged lust week into the most power-
ful pharmaceuotical company in the
world and one of the two most power
ful animal heaith companies. in the
warkd after the consolidation was
clearsd by the Federal Trade Commis-
ston (FTCHL

Both companies agreed 10 FTC man-
dates that they divest cermain businesses
and products, including two animal
health issues, a camine arthnis lcense
andd mustits treatments, (0 G550 SO

EU closer to

periniveness 0 the markeipioc.
companies sawd the divestitres
wed material.

A Phizer spokesperson (old Feedsrffs
thit the company 15 not prepared a1 this
time to discitss its plans for the
Pharmacia Animal Health basiness bt
siid orgonizational snnouncements
iy be made 1 the near futurce.

The merger will actizally be inthe form
3 an sequisition by Pizer of Pharmacts
in which Pfizer will be the surviving
animal health and pharmaceurical «n-

11ty
Pftzers g 4

adding

Were

75 million consumers

W By 1AM ELLIOT
Feadstutiz Carrespondent

Evropean Union leaders moved closer
toadding 75 mallion new consumers (o
their market last Wednesday, when
heads of government from 10 mostly
eastern Europenn nations signed the
EU's enlargement treary in Athens.
Cireece,

When EUJ enfargement is finaliv com-

plete, the new Europe will be one of

larpest consumer markets in the world,

an agnculture ndustry firmly Axed
within the controversial Common Ag-
neulmrel Policy (CAP) spread over 15
countries.

“This umien represents cur COmmon
determination to put an end 0 ¢enlu-
ries of conflict and (o transcend former
divisions on our continent,” the 25
leaders said in [ joint statement 155ued
jast Wednesday. “Accession 5 2 new
contricl between our peoples snd not
merely a treaty between stues,”

with & populaten of 450 mullion and Elip §
3 I-\_ - L PSE e L

i

i :
i sn

tioe Loy eregle the patonal orgunic pro-
grom when he was charrman of the Sen-
ale Agrcolture Commitise i 1990,
sticd in 0 starement, "This will heip
maintin copfidence in the new stun-
durds. Consumers need 1o koow that the
WSDA Organic’ label means what it
505"

Pressure o repeal Déeal's provision
came from virually the enore organic
mdustry and was strongly supported o
Cungress,

For instince, Whole Foods Stores dis-
trhuted cords at thear stores’ check-oot
stands urging customers 0 contact
members of Congress to support the re-
peal,

The Orgaic Trade Assi, {OTA) orga-
mzed a massive industry effor to over-

Crrganicd p. 17

COOL responds
to industry’s

least problem

W 2y ROD SMITH
Feeastufls Stan Edulor

PENVER. COLO. — Country -of-uom-
ein labeling (O will cost the en
tire besl industry and thresten the sie-
vivability of family farms and smaller
runches, according to vetcran beet jn-
dustey observer Andy Gonschalk a
Hedpersedpe.com hene

Gottschelk, inoan mterview with
Fredviuffr 1 his market advisory firm
in Denver, said beel cartle producers
who have pushed for COOL have made
# boogey man out of the least of their
marker problems — beel and live catle
impaoris, which he said ore so inconse-
quential that the effect of COOL wall
be thaut beef producers will lose far mons
in the marketpiace than they will gain.

He siud while ong wants 1o dispegurd
the champions of COOL and focus on
producers who are involved in moving
ane's industey forward, the damage thaot
COOL will do o all producers 15 just
loo great to weve off the rule, He said
forward-looking producers and estnb-
lished rade associations need to coms
1o the table and make sure that legisla-
tors understand why COOL will take
beef off the table.

COOL was writtés ino the 2002 farm
bill by legislators responding to pro-
ducers who have organized around
popular issues, including competition
from imported beef and cattle
[ Feedrtuffe, April 29, 2002,

The low reguires that all beet, lamb,
pork and seafood and centain other com-
modities be labeled ar retl as 1o their
coantry, Or countries, of orgin and that
the labeling will be mandatory Oct, 1,
2004, The law does not cover
foodservice.

| Gruups want

| changes to COOL

| A number of froni-line producer groups
| have submitted comments to USDA con-

cerming country-of-orign labeling as the

¢ Agricoltural Marketing Service beging

mawving the current COOL rule from vol-
untary to mandatory staims, Page 3,

Apple program closing
The Washington Apple Commission
decided to close down due to consting-
tomadity issues, which could indicate
nther programs may desperately need to
win appesls of rulings that they are
unconstiional. Page 4

Salmonella reporting

reforms proposed

How should USDA post the results of
setmonella tests conducted at individual
mextpacking planis on & public web
site? That is one af the questions FSIS 15
askang as it works on reforming its re-
powtang to companies and the public on
its salmomnelin westing regime. Page 4.

Market to demand
BVD-free animals

Cowicalt producers are goine 10 be ex-
pected inthe Tutuee, sooner than fater, 1o

market calves 1h'1r persisently in-
fecled negutive, 1., free Iru-n hewing
viral diarrhe: 'ﬂ"-l'l Topes | oand 2
Progre K.

Business

Two Smithfield

units to combine

Smithiield Foods Ing, has announced
ntans to consalidate two of the
compeny’ s pork processing businasses
inta ooe processor gnd o form o
loodservice group, Page 6.

RailAmerica agreement
with port, AGP

RalAmenca Ine. announced that it has
entered IR0 WO new anspomation
agreements with the Port of Grays Har-
borin Aberdesn, Wash,, and Ag Process-
ing Inc, 1o move grain products from the
Midwest to the pont for export. Page 7.

~Beef Nufrition & Health

Corn germ as fat source
Kansas Stue research suggeses that full-
fat comn germ can serve as a supplemen-
tal Tar source for fimisking cantle and
resultin 3 performance response similar
to that obtained from an equal amount
of tallow, Page 9.

Markeis
Sovbeans shine;

corn, wheat stagnates
Soybeans continued 1o shine as nearby
futures tested contract highs last week,
while com and wheat moved down-
ward. Page 21.

Sunnlies drive markets
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OLETIN

CALIDAD - SEGURIDAD - MEDIO AMBIENTE

Los sectores agrario y
agroalimentario orientan,
cada vez mas, su esfuer-
Zo en tres lineas de ac-
tuacion que vienen mar-
cadas por una demanda
mas exigente en el
trinomio calidad, seguri-
dad y respeto al medio
ambiente;

La necesidad no esyain-
crameantar la produccion
indefinidamente, como
en el pasado, sino que
esta produccion tenga
Lnas determinadas ca-
ractensticas en cuanto a
calidad v seguridad gue
las hagan competitivas
. en un mercado mas exi-
gente y sensible a estos aspectos y que cada vez con
mas importancia son los elementos clave de |a
competitividad,

Silos aspectos de calidad v seguridad de los productos
agroalimentarios soh impartantas en un ambito de mer-
cado catalan, todavia lo son mas en un contaxto eura-
peo donde la calidad v la seguridad estan considerados
principios estratégicos y una condicion bésica para es-
lar presentes en los mercados internacionales,

Este requisito de calldad vy seguridad no acaba en los
productos que el sector agroalimentario cataldn Qs
en manaos del consumidaor final, sino que incluye el res-
peto al madio ambiente donde se desarrollan todas las
actividades agricolas, ganaderas y de la industria
alimentaria, Eso iImplica que todas las actuaciones para
obtener unos productos de calidad v sanitariamente
Seguros se tengan que llevar a cabo con un impaclo
muy déhil sobre el medio ambiente,

INFORMATIVO

st & 5 oy
Institut de Recerca

i Tecnologia
Agroalimentaries

Ano XIV - Nam. 61
Abril 2003
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La investigacion y la innovacion tecnoldgica tienen que
dar una respuesta satisfactoria a estas demandas que
tiene delante el sector agroalimentario catalan, El IRTA,
en su ambito de actuacion, esta trabajanco en diversos
campos y lineas de 1+0 como son el de la calidad de la
fruta, con un proyecto de trazabllidad de la fruta
(Fruitrace), entre otros, o el relativo a |a calidad v seguri-
dad en las industrias carnicas, o en el uso racional del
agua cle riego, La Produccion Integrada (PI) v el Control
Integradio de Piagas (CIP), instrumentos para una pro-
duccion agricola de calidad con un impacto en el medio
mas moderado, son ambitos de trabajo importantes en
nuestros Programas de Actuacian.

Durante el mes de marzo de 2003 se ha aprobado Ia
incorporacion de una nueva Area de Ingenieria Ambien-
tal al Gentro UdL-IRTA de Lleida, integrada por un equi-
pe procedante del Departamento de Medio Ambiente v
Ciencias del Suelo de la Universidad de Lleida. De esta
manera se pona de manifiesio la voluntad del IRTA de
pricrizar las lineas relativas a investigacion v desarrollo
para minimizar el impacto de las actividades agricolas vy
ganaderas sobre el medio ambisnte y de buscar tecno-
logias de tratamiento y métodos de gestion de residuos
Organicos.

El Area de Ingenieria Ambiental tiene como uno de sus
objetives principales el estudio y desarrollo de tecnalo-
gias de tratamiento v métodos de gestion de residuos
arganicos con la finalidad de poder valorarlos scondmi-
camente, producir enargia mediante digestion anaerobia
y eliminar o recuperar componentes. En este campo, &l
Area, desarrollara actuaciones de asesoramiento v for-
macion de personal especializado a empresas, en el
desarrollo v implantacion de tecnologias.

Con la incorporacion de este nueve campo de activi-
dad, el IRTA pretende intentar dar respuesta, via |+D, a
las demandas que sabre &l mencionado trinomio cali-
dad, seguridad, medio ambiente, nuestra saciedad en
SuU comjunto y el sector agroalimentario en concreto, ha-
Cen cada dia con mas intensidad.
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"’ FEVRIER 2003 a

~ baisse de 7,7 % dans I'UE 15

Franco Zampogna, Alain Bisval

Altention | les varations présentées ci-aprés concement « la collecte » de |ait de
vache par les laiferies auprés des exploitations agricoles et non « la production » de
lait de vache dans les exploitations agricoles.

Comparaison mensuelle

En février 2003, la collecte de lajt de vache est en baisse de 7,7% par rappori au mois
de janvier. Seule I'lriande s'inscrit en forte progression avec une hausse de presque
30% de sa collecte. Tous les autres Etats membres ont une collecte en baisse. Si l'on
tient compte de l'effet calendaire, cette baisse n'apparait plus. Il s'agit en réalité d'una
progression de 2,29 de la collecte,

Evolution de |a collecte de lait de vache par les laiteries hors effet calendaire,
fév. 2002 - fév, 2003
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Les dannges de |a Belgique sont estimées de Déc 2002 & Fav. 2003,

Comparaison annuelle

Au niveau de UE 15, la collecte de féavrier 2003 se situe & la méme hauteur que celle
de février 2002, || faut noter |a progression de lrlande, des Pays-Bas, de la Grece, de
I'Allemagne et du Danemark. Les autres pays de 'Union enregistrent une diminution
de leur collecte de favrier 2003 par rapport a février 2002,

Collecte laitiére mensuelle UE-1 5, 1000 t, janvier 2000 — février 2003
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