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Highlights of the 2020 calls 

Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, 
marine, maritime and inland water research and 
the bioeconomy 



Horizon 2020 Info Day on Societal Challenge 2 
calls for proposals of 2020, 4 July 2019  

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/news/hori
zon-2020-info-day-societal-challenge-2-calls-proposals-2020  
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The policy context 

• Global commitments • European policies 

 

CAP & EIP-AGRI 

Integrated Maritime  
and common fisheries  

policies 

Climate & 
energy 

Bioeconomy strategy Circular economy 

Digital single 
 market 

WP at a glance 



WP at a glance 

Close to market actions with 
investment in new knowledge 

Same topics, more budget 
→ more projects per topic 

Reinforced support to policy 
(RIAs, IAs, CSAs, procurement) 



Open innovation, open science, open to the world 

• Open innovation 

• €500+ mio for multi-actor projects (interactive innovation linked to 
EIP-AGRI) 

• Open science 

• Research data sharing by default 

• Open science clouds: Food cloud demonstrators (10M€) & Blue cloud 
services (6M€)  

• Open to the world 

• 119M€ on EU-AFRICA partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and 
Sustainable Agriculture (11 projects): food systems, sustainable 
intensification and income diversification 

• 28M€ on EU-CHINA (5 projects): food safety, soil management and 
bio-based fertilisers 

• 64M€ on "All Atlantic Ocean Research Alliance" (8 
projects):coordination, marine ecosystems and new value chains 

• PRIMA 
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WP at a glance 



Funding for third countries 

Applicants automatically eligible 
for funding: 

• EU Member States and the Overseas 
Countries and Territories linked to 
Member States 

• Countries associated to Horizon 2020 

• Countries identified in WP General 
Annex A (developing countries) 

• International European interest 
organisations 

 

Details: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/
en/funding/reference_docs.html#h2020-work-
programmes-2018-20-annexes (after WP adoption)  

In addition, eligible for 
funding: 

 When explicitly foreseen 
in the call 

  when provided for under 
a bilateral scientific and 
technological agreement 
or any other 
arrangement 

 when Commission deems 
participation essential for 
carrying out the action 

International cooperation 
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Societal Challenge 2 – 4 Calls in 2020 

522 million € grant  
Adoption of WP2020 end of  June 2019 & Prepublication 3rd July   
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-

2020/main/h2020-wp1820-food_en.pdf  

 
Opening: 15 October 2019 

Deadlines: 1st stage: 22 January 2020; 2nd Stage: 8 September 2020 
 

Call  
Rural 

Reinassance 
88M€ 

Call 
Blue Growth 

52M€ 

Call 
Sustainable 

Food Security 
173M€ 

Call 
Food & Natural  

Resources 
208,7M€ 
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Societal challenge 2 calls 

 
• Genetic resources  

& pre-breeding 
communities 

• Agri-Aqua labs 

 

 
• Emerging challenges 

for soil management 

• Forest soils 

 

 
• Biodiversity in action 

• Livestock microbiome 

• Integrated health 
approaches & 
alternatives to pestcides 

• New and emerging risks 
to plant health 

• IPM 

• Epidemiology of 
contagious animal 
diseases 

• Genome and epigenome 
enabled breeding in 
terrestrial livestock 

 

Sustainable food security topics (2020) 

From functional 
ecosystems to 
healthy food 

Environment/ 
Climate-smart Food 

production and 
consumption 

Building 
capacities 

 
• EU-Africa 

 Sustainable 
intensification 

 Diversifying 
revenue in rural 
Africa through 
bio-based 
solutions 
 

• EU-China 

 Healthy soils for 
healthy food 
production 
 

Targeted 
international 
cooperation 

7 topics – 95 M€ 

2 topics – 24 M€ 2 topics – 19 M€ 

3 topics – 35 M€ 

Type of actions :  
RIA, IA, CSA 



Societal challenge 2 calls 

 
 

 

• Fisheries in full 
ecosystem 
context (BG-10, 
16 M€) 

 
 

• The Future of 
Seas and 
Oceans 
Flagship 
Initiative 
(BG-07, 18 
M€) 

Blue Growth topics (2020): 

Climate-
Ocean 

 

Sustainable 
food chains 

De-risking 
Investments 

• See FNR topic 
FNR-09 

Land-Sea 
Connection 

1 topic – 18 M€ 1 topic – 16M€ 2018-2019 2018-2019 

International 
cooperation 

• Towards a 
productive, 
healthy, resilient, 
sustainable and 
high-valued Black 
Sea (BG-11, 18 
M€) 

 

1 topic – 18 M€ 

Type of actions : RIA, IA (lump-sum) 

+ 2 Food and Natural Resources(FNR) 
topics (2020) 

1 topic – 13,2 M€ 



Societal challenge 2 calls 

 
 
 

• Connecting 
consumers and 
producers  

• Innovative agri-food 
value chains: 
boosting 
sustainability-
oriented 
competitiveness 

• Reducing food losses 
and waste 

• Closing nutrient 
cycles (2 scopes: IA 
+ RIA) 

• Sustainable wood 
value chains  

• Agricultural markets 
and international trade 

Rural renaissance topics (2020) 

Dynamics & 
policies 

Food & non-
food Value 

chains 

Taking 
advantage of 

the digital 
revolution 

1 topic – 4 M€ 

5 topics – 74 M€ 

• Thematic 
networks 
compiling 
knowledge ready 
for practice 

Innovation 
and human 

capital 

1 topic – 10 M€ 

 
+ UNDER LEIT-ICT call 

• DT-ICT-09-2020: 
Digital service 
platforms for rural 
economies 30 M€ 
(incl. 15M€ SC2) 

1 ICT topic – 15 M€ 

Type of actions :  
RIA, IA, CSA 

2018-2019 



Societal challenge 2 calls 

Food and Natural Resources 

Type of actions :  
RIA, IA, CSA 

 

 

• Testing out new approaches – e.g., 
Food 2030, Living labs 

• Preparation of future initiatives and 
Missions - e.g., agro-ecology/soil 

• Even stronger focus on impact – 
sharper impact statements 

• Support to policy - EU Bioeconomy 
Strategy, new CAP… 

18 topics – 208 M€ 
Agri, food, marine, 
bio-based covered 



Call deadlines 

Opening 
Submission 

procedure 
Stage Deadline 

Info to 

applicants 

 Grant 

Agreements 

15 Oct. 

2019 

single stage 
 Single 

stage 

22 Jan. 

2020 
June 2020  Oct. 2020 

2-stages  

 

1st stage 
22 Jan. 

2020 
May 2020 - 

 2nd stage 
08 Sept. 

2020 
Nov. 2020 

May  

2021 
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BioHorizon SC2 and KET-B Brokerage Event, 3 July 2019 

https://foodbrokerage2019.b2match.io/home  

https://foodbrokerage2019.b2match.io/page-2131  
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Flash Presentations 



Partner search tool – Participant portal 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search  
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Thank you!  
 

#InvestEUresearch 
#HorizonEU  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/designing-next-research-and-innovation-

framework-programme/what-shapes-next-framework-

programme_en?pk_campaign=rtd_news 

 

#H2020SC2  
www.ec.europa.eu/research/bioeconomy 

www.ec.europa.eu/agriculture/research-innovation_en 

Participant Portal 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/

home.html 
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